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Senate hearing shows need for more daycare-licensing oversight 
   
LANSING — Sen. Bill Hardiman, R-Kentwood, said testimony before his committee on 
Tuesday shows the need for better state enforcement over day care licensing and pledged 
further investigations including future hearings or legislation to find solutions. 
 
The Senate Families and Human Services Committee heard from the state Department of 
Human Services about how it decides to revoke day care licenses and other procedures. 
Sen. Hardiman, who chairs the committee, scheduled the hearing after news reports 
revealed Kristopher Cross, a Grand Rapids-area man under investigation for sexual 
assault and pornography offenses, was still able to get a day care license renewed. 
  
“Today’s hearing showed how current procedures aren’t working as well as they should 
be,” Hardiman said. “I will ask the department leaders to recommend changes and further 
review what legal changes may be needed. It’s simply unacceptable that someone under 
serious investigation for such crimes was able to continue operating a day care center.” 
 
Hardiman continued: “Our children and their parents deserve the assurance that their care 
facilities are safe havens from dangerous, predatory criminals. I deeply regret the fear and 
unease the affected families and clients of this day care facility must feel. It is my hope 
that today’s hearing will help start to put those fears to rest whether this means new laws 
or better oversight of our care facilities.” 
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